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the logic that has been revealed by the slow thrashing
out of thorough controversy. It would be invidious
perhaps to insist too much upon another obvious
result: the ease with which a man endowed with a
gift of popular rhetoric, and a facility for catching at
the current phrases, can set up as a teacher, howrever
palpable to the initiated may be his ignorance.
Scientific thought has perhaps as much to fear from
the false prophets who take its name as from the
open enemies who try to stifle its voice. I would
rather emphasise another point, perhaps less generally
remarked. The study has its idols as well as its
market-place. Certain weaknesses are developed in
the academical atmosphere as well as in the arenas
of public discussion. Freeman used to say that
English historians had avoided certain errors into
which German writers of far greater knowledge and
more thorough scholarship had fallen, simply because
points were missed by a professor in a German
university which were plain to those who, like many
Englishmen, had to take a part in actual political
work. I think that this is not without a meaning
for us. We have learnt, very properly, to respect
German research and industry; and we are trying
in various directions to imitate their exa
Perhaps it would be as well to keep an eye u;
some German weaknesses. A philosophy madt?